Pottery Production at the Dillard Site: An Early Basketmaker Il Community Center in the Central Mesa Verde Region
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Introduction

Refiring Analysis

The Dillard site (5MT10647), possibly the

ear!lest communlty center in the Mesa Verde A refiring pilot project of 34 sherds and 64 locally collected clay _ _
LTRSSl e el Ol samples showed variation in oxidized refire color ranging from Refire Color of Rim Sherds
Lii-noRsenold pottel) productnmizcD. 5007 white to brick red (Schleher et al. 2013). These differences point N = 421
/25) among ancestral Pueblo people. | to variation in paste recipes that could be related to variable . et
E)FC?V&’[IOH gt e rﬁ_covered 18’d7 37 SR T | N N amounts of iron in the clay. This initial sample was expanded by 1% brown
i e g ey | s ling a rim sherds >3 grams (N = 421). Four mln grous o 0% o
e | refired paste colors were identified: red/orange, white/off-white, /

analyses. “ tan, and buff. Both types of temper are associated with all four O gray
POttery L e s i i VL e i NI(\)/Ir?EeOrLthn . COIOI? groups, but S.and IS most Com.mOn | N red/ora.nge pastes’ 20% . redlorange ©2014 Crow Canyon Archaeological Center; Mark Montgomery, photographer; Vessels from BLM-Anasazi Heritage Center collections.
STo0 thee lifee of cvidance: (1 Ietiper a8 a\:]léatr;]gegg”ﬁ?d aljd Igneous rock is most common in white/off-white pa_steg. As Conclusions and Future Goals

: : ! il e with the_ tem_per types, all fogr reflre_ colors_are present in similar Stan
determined by binocular and petrographic proportions in sherds associated with all pithouses tested as _ e
gualitative anal_y_ses, (2) paste varl_atlon as KEY well as with the great kiva at the site. 5 white/off white _The data suggest.that there was ch_lespread similarity
detected by refiring, and (3) chemical @, oraiie In pottery production at the Dillard site, although some
composition using neutron activation analysis. = Upright sy Intrasite variation is evident:
These methods allowed us to examine intrasite A
spatial patterns in pottery production and Q) Pithouse i - - - « Spatial patterns indicate similarity in pottery from all
distribution. Evidence of exchange and evidence S . Neutron Activation Analysis pitstructures, including the great kiva, at Dillard.
of technological differences in sherds associated T e ok | SE . . This suggests that either a single pottery-production
with different pitstructures at the site show - e _— 4 Neutron activation analysis (NAA) was performed on 90 gray group experimented with multiple pottery recipes or

ware (Chapin and Indeterminate), 28 white ware (Chapin and
Early White), and five brown ware rim sherds (N = 123). Results
show broad compositional similarities among all the samples

that there was extensive exchange of vessels within
pottery-production groups in the village.
* Pottery associated with the great kiva is more tightly

variation in the organization of production and
the extent of interaction with the broader
community.

regardless of ware, which suggests that potters generally used A clustered compositionally, which suggests a
To assess the viability of using refiring as an similar raw materials whether procured from the same source | narrower range of paste recipes in pottery deposited
|nexpenS|Ve method for SOUI’CIng Basketmaker locale or from CompOSItIOﬂa”y similar geOIOgleS (FergUSOn and &L AT there.
Il pottery, we compare the correspondence Glascock 2017). Yet, subtle intrasite variation Is evident. |

between compositional and refire color groups Only slight compositional separation exists in the four

6 |- Refired Paste Color
+ White

associated with the amount of Iron (Fe) present. N ‘ BRI . * Buf/ Tan refire color groups. The greatest separation is between
B s NAA concentrations = Red / Orange X : ; .
hesnd EeE e L \ . red/orange and white refire color groups, with tan and
I - SERt L claypan q Fe (ppm) buff groups being virtually identical compositionally. We
Temper Analyses : temper. Overall, there Elemental concentrations compared with recommend use of just three color groups (red/orange,
s 3 i separatic’)n Sl refire color show the most Variation, buﬂ/tan, and Whlt@) and StreS.S. that mU|t|p|e lines of
Binocular examination of sherds (N = S . to temper, though largely because of Iron (Fe) content, Sl ety e g SN B e g
ot FropoN st ariit s = < B te}npere 4 with between the red-orange and white color separate pottery-production groups in the Basketmaker
otter ) : iti lIl period.
e types: crushed igneous rock (55%) and i igneous rock have Qrofipel e composHoNbgsneICS g
femper In Rim mixed lithic sand (35%). A petrographic : higher Sodium (Na) o ntien a0 MHINAE (A e o -
Sherds i s Od- P bg P : i s e L indistinguishable, and these refire color These results are .prellmlnary, and more work Is
N B 1 267 taqneaégsflligln592 2'§I30Er281Cfr;%1%fte Z Sand_tempered groups have been Comblned needed to dEtermlne the extent Of InﬂuenCe Of the
- ’ : . iInhabitants of the Dillard site on the broader
@ Igneous Rock These temper preferences differed from sherds. community.
those of later vessels produced in the

m Sand (Mixed

region, more of which were tempered
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